Trying God

"Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, Like as in the day of the trial in the wilderness, Where your fathers tried (me) by proving (me,) and saw my works forty years."  (Hebrews 3: 8-9) 

   The words, to try, prove and tempt all come from the same Greek word "periazo" and denote an attempt to "put to the test" some thing. Thayer says of this word, "of God; by men, i.e. rebellion against God by which His powers and justice are as it were put to the proof and challenged to show themselves."

  Moses gave stern warning against this in (Deut. 6:16). This is the passage that Jesus quoted when tempted by Satan. (Matt. 4: 7)

  Because God is, anything He commands or prohibits is right, in and of itself, because it comes from Him. For man to “try" God is of no small matter as was the case of Ananias and Sapphira when they are charged with "trying the Spirit of the Lord" (Acts 5: 9) 

     When we try to circumnavigate or ignore the laws of God, be it first principle obedience, divorce and remarriage, unauthorized institutions within the Church or just the moral issues of our lives, we are surely putting God to the test. We try to see if just maybe He will let it slip by. The answer is that He will not and the consequences are spiritually fatal.

On the other hand there is a sense in which God encourages us to "try" Him and we should all be eager to do so. 

By the time the old scriptures came to a close the Jews had degraded in their relations to God to a point that they would say, " Ye have said, It is vain to serve God; and what profit is it that we have kept his charge, and that we have walked mournfully before Jehovah of hosts? (Mal. 3: 14)

Cont. on page 3 

Cont. from page 1

  So deep was their denial of sin, that when God ask them to return they would say, "Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Wherein have we robbed thee?
(Mal 3: 7-8) They had robbed God in many ways but especially in tithes and offerings. Look at the challenge God puts before them. " Bring ye the whole tithe into the store-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough (to receive it). (Mal. 3: 10) 

    This challenge awaits us today and it is about physical blessings. Although God has blessed us above all things in the giving of his Son, He will pour out physical blessings upon us when we serve Him as He desires. Hear the words of Jesus: "Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin: yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  But if God doth so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, (shall he) not much more (clothe) you, O ye of little faith? Be not therefore anxious, saying What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?. For after all these things do the Gentiles seek; for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things But seek ye first his kingdom, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you".  (Matt. 6: 28-33)

   Are you accepting God's challenge to "Prove Him", by your service?                           
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